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摘  要 		


Postemotionalism demonstrates the societies where the collective consciousness and notions of the sacred, as depicted by Emile Durkheim (1893/1933) slowly disappear and where 'other-directed' forms of social character, depicted by David Riesman in The Lonely Crowd (1950/1961) have almost completely pushed out inner-directed forms. The 'other-directed' character was perceived in the 1950s by Riesman as the ideal-type of a shallow, 'nice', tolerant person -- usually professional and middle-class -- whose desire to please others was the chief motivator of his or her life.





Because of the internet and the improved communication technology, contemporary 'niceness' is much more choreographed and ubiquitous than it was in the 1950s. The postemotional is also much more international now that American culture has taken over so much of the world with its films, McDonald's restaurants, Disney icons, and so on. Postemotional self is an unhappy aberration trying to balance progressive modernist knowledge and ancient sentimentality. Borrowing from T. Veblen, the author characterizes the postemotional self as living in a perpetual state of cultural lag between progress and regression, mind versus the heart.
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